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A Win Is A Win Is A Win 

SPORTS
By Kay Douglas
Special To The Observer

 I love hockey.  
Whether it’s played on 
ice or cement with sharp 
blades of steel or roller 
blades. 
 As long as there is 
a puck and a net I’ll watch 
it and cheer for whichever 
team I believe is working 
the hardest.  When all of 
the cheering is over, though, I want a 
clear winner. 
 Last Saturday, at the end of 
what I would generally consider a well-
played game, the Kings found them-
selves in a 3-3 tie with Vancouver.  
Now Vancouver is clearly a very good 
team…after all, they have The Sedins , 
always a force to be reckoned with. 
 The Kings ultimately regis-
tered a win because Tanner Pearson 
sent a shot through the pads of the Ca-
nuck’s goalie, Jacob Markstrom.  The 
shot was taken during the shootout at 
the end of the five- minute overtime pe-
riod.  The Kings racked up two more 
points and the Vancouver team moved 
on with one point.
 There are many fans who be-
lieve a shootout is not the way to de-
cide the outcome of a hockey game….
at least not in the NHL.    I, recall 
seasons, though, when the Kings got 
to the end of their 82 regular season 
games and were then forced to wait for 
the point-counting and the last games 
on the league schedule to be played 
before they knew if they would have a 
post-season run. 
 I’ve read a number of articles 

written by knowledgeable 
individuals with opinions 
about the shootout as a 
tie-breaking tool in the 
NHL.  Many of these fans 
do not support the shoot-
out format for deciding a 
game.  However, none 
of these nay-sayers has 
changed my mind and I 
still feel strongly that a tie 
game is not a win. 
 Yes, I understand that 

points are awarded and at the end of 
the regular season, these points can 
and frequently do, make a difference.   
However, no other professional sport 
allows a tie to stand at the end of a 
game.
 Some are of the opinion that 
a system of alternating power plays 
could solve the problem.  I’m not cer-
tain that making the game last longer is 
the solution.  
 Others say that a shootout is 
neither a test of skill nor an indicator of 
who played the game more effectively.   
While I don’t disagree with this way of 
thinking I must admit to getting enjoy-
ment out of watching a player charge 
down the ice trying to get a commit-
ment from the goal tender that will 
open a window for the puck.
 I would think, that there is 
only meager satisfaction after block-
ing shots for 60 regulation minutes and 
five overtime minutes, only to have it 
end in a tie
 A tie at least registers as a 
shutout for the goalie.  Shootouts defi-
nitely infuse excitement into games 
that may have lost fan interest, send-
ing people to the exits before the game 
has been decided.
 NHL hockey is certainly an 
evolving game.  Although I’ve been 
a fan for more than 10 years I learn 
something different from every game I 
watch. 
 And while the thrill of seeing 
the Kings win the Stanley Cup twice 
was unbelievably memorable, when 
anyone asks me which team is my 
favorite, I always tell them “I feel as 
though I should be partial to the Cali-
fornia teams, but the fact is I just love 
the game.”  
 It really doesn’t matter which 
teams are playing.   If the game is 
available to me, I will watch it.

Anyone For Hockey?
Are you a hockey fan? If so 
you can read Kay Douglas’ 
new twice-monthly hockey 
column in culvercityobserv-
er.com or occasionally in 
the newspaper.

She writes well,  is 
passionate about the sport 
and isn’t afraid to express 
her opinions. 

WESTEDGE DESIGN FAIR 
by Mona Day

 WestEdge Design Fair re-
turns to Barker Hangar November 3-6 
to showcase over 150 leading design 
brands from furniture and lighting, to 
kitchen and bath lines. There will be 
educational panel discussions, book 
signings, meet and greets, an online 
auction of over-the-top picnic baskets 
presented by DIFFA’s Picnic By Design 
and more - all designed to engage, en-
tertain and inspire.
 Show highlights include the 
MADE:MODERN showcase, which 
features independent designers and 
their handcrafted, limited production 
and customizable furniture, lighting 
and furnishings.
 The WestEdge Lounge will be 
a striking structure designed by L.A.’s 
Matt Gagnon Studio. 16’ tall and over 
800 square feet, the structure uses 
7,500 pieces of Alder wood assembled 
piece by piece by hand. It will be an-
chored by a custom sculptural installa-
tion from Los Angeles based designer 
Matt Gagnon, and the Outdoor Lounge 
designed by Roche Bobois featuring 
top outdoor grilling brands.
 West Hollywood Design Dis-
trict brands join forces in a co-op space 
featuring member showrooms that in-
clude Circa Wallcovering, Diva Group, 
Decorative Carpets, Minotti, Niche, 

Poltrona Frau, Rhodium Floor and 
Robert Kuo.
 The Fisher & Paykel Culinary 
Pavilion will be a high-style chef’s 
kitchen which will host demonstrations 
and tastings all weekend, letting guests 
engage with celebrity chefs. Being held 
in Los Angeles’ Silicon Beach, the Fair 
will show off the latest technology from 
luxury grilling brands, including DCS 
and Alfresco.
 The culinary programming 
includes demonstrations and discus-
sions with designer Ginny Capo and 
Chef Ludo Lefebvre, Chef James Trees 
of Superba Food + Bread, and Chef 
Luigi Fineo of Barilla. Chef Rob Wilson, 
Executive Chef of Montage Laguna 
Beach will present A Taste of New Zea-
land in the WestEdge Outdoor Lounge, 
and the highly anticipated Saturday 
Grilling Showdown. The Italy-America 
Chamber of Commerce West will pres-
ent noted Italian chefs promoting the 
upcoming First Italian Cuisine in World 
Week November 16-23.
 A preview party on Thursday 
November 3 will feature a silent auc-
tion of one-of-a-kind Schwinn bicycles 
designed by top name artists and 
brands that will benefit Los Angeles 
Ronald McDonald House.
 For more information, please 
visit WestEdgeDesignFair.com.


